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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK  

Tomorrow (2 February) is Candlemas. This is the end of the season of Epiphany where we remember the presentation of 

the infant Christ in the temple in Jerusalem as recounted in Luke chapter 2.  

You probably took your Christmas decorations down on 6 January but in some Christian traditions it is normal practice to 

keep celebrating all the way through Epiphany and not take down the decorations until Candlemas. At my church in Dedham 

we decided to keep the Christmas lights on the tree outside church shining brightly until Candlemas this year as we thought 

everyone needed a bit of extra cheering up. 

In Luke 2 we read about Simeon and Anna, two elderly people who were in the temple 

on the day that Mary and Joseph presented Jesus along with their appointed sacrifice of 

a pair of doves or pigeons in keeping with the Jewish law. The other church in my local 

benefice, Ardleigh, has a stained-glass window that depicts this event, although Joseph 

and Anna do not feature so that there is more room for Mary and Simeon. Simeon has 

taken the infant Christ from Mary (who is holding her doves) and is about to begin his 

song – the Nunc Dimittis. 

This song, with its famous opening (Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 

according to thy word) is used extensively at funerals as in it Simeon says that he can 

now die peacefully in the knowledge that God has kept His promise that Simeon would 

live to see the Messiah.  
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The Candlemas story reminds us that God is faithful but that we, his people, sometimes have to wait patiently for his 

revelation. Anna, it seems, had been waiting in the temple for decades before she was able to rejoice with Simeon at the 

revelation of God’s love for them in the child in his arms. 

Never before at Candlemas have I better understood Simeon and Anna’s longing for salvation. As we long for our 

communities to be liberated from the effects of the virus, we should take inspiration from Simeon and Anna who waited with 

hope and patience and rejoiced at God’s salvation presented to them in the infant Christ.  

We do not know how much more lockdown we must endure, but when it is over I know that I will appreciate so much more 

those family and social events that before I took for granted. Like Simeon and Anna, I will rejoice, not only because I am free 

to socialise again, but because the whole experience will have reminded me that God provides salvation to those who wait 

faithfully. And this salvation is found in the infant Christ whose appearance in the temple caused Simeon and Anna to rejoice 

at last. 
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