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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

A Catholic priest I once worked with used to say that 25 March was the most important day of the year for him. 25 March is 

exactly nine months before Christmas Day and it marks The Annuniciation of our Lord in both our Churches. ‘Without the 

Annunciation’, he would say, ‘there would be no Christmas, no Easter, indeed no Jesus Christ.’ 

The Annunciation marks the visitation by the angel Gabriel to Mary (Luke 1:26-38), “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favour with God. And now you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.” Her reply? 

“Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 

The Understanding Christianity RE resource many schools are now using explores the ‘big story’ of Christian faith by 

breaking it down into its key concepts. It starts with God in Creation. God said ‘Let there be….light; sky; land and vegetation; 

sun, moon and stars; creatures of the sea and air; animals on the earth and finally, on the sixth day, humankind. Mary’s ‘Let 

it be’ echoes God’s ‘Let there be’. It has been said that It is like an ongoing call and response between God and humanity. 

God prays creation into existence and Mary says, “Amen. Let it be.”  

The Christian story can be seen as one unfolding narrative of creativity, setbacks, rescue and ultimate fulfilment. Or in the 

theological language of Understanding Christianity, God; Creation; Fall; People of God; Incarnation, Gospel, Salvation and, 

finally, the Kingdom of God. 

So the announcement to Mary that she will bear Jesus is the continuation of God’s creative act through which victory over 

evil, suffering and death is ultimately secured. In our own lives and those of our children we seen echoes of the cycle; 

creativity, setbacks, recoveries. Our Christian hope is rooted in holding fast to conviction that although that cycle may repeat 

throughout our lives, ultimately it is God’s creativity that will prevail in the fulfilment of the Kingdom of God. Mary’s ‘Let it be’ 

is a decisive step on that journey. 
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A Closer Look at Annunciation by Paul Woelfel 

 

Nigerian artist Paul Woelfel’s watercolor painting of the Angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary reflects his African ancestry. 

Mary and Gabriel are of African descent, and Mary sits on an African-style chair. There are several other interesting things 

to notice about the painting: 

 Gabriel has removed his shoes. This reminds us of Moses, who removed his shoes in the presence of the burning 

bush as a sign of respect and honour to God. By taking off his shoes, Gabriel shows us that Mary is holy, worthy of 

honour and praise. 

 Look at the way God’s message is painted. First of all, it comes in the form of a letter, a letter so holy that Gabriel does 

not even touch it. Secondly, the message is accompanied by the Holy Spirit, depicted as a dove. Clearly the message 

is not of human origin, but comes from God. 

 Notice the differences in the ground around Gabriel and Mary. Underneath Gabriel is barren, burned desert. 

Underneath Mary are grass and flowers, signs of new life. The child Mary will bear will bring new life to the world. 

 Pay attention to Mary’s hands. Her right hand points to herself in such a way that we can almost hear her saying: “Who 

me? You’ve chosen me?” At the same time Mary lifts up her left hand signifying her willingness to answer God’s call. 
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Woelfel’s Annunciation and younger children 

When considering this painting with younger children, the following questions are age appropriate:  

 What do you see? What else do you see? Encourage the children to look carefully at the painting. For example, Yes, 

there are two flowers. How many petals do the flowers have? Do they each have the same number of petals or a 

different number? How would you describe the inside of the flower? 

 What colours do you see? Are they bright colours? Dark colours? Help the children to notice how the colours are used. 

For example, the only green grass is by Mary. Both Mary and Gabriel have white around their faces. 

 Are the painting’s lines straight or curvy? Ask the children to point out curvy lines in the painting. Are there any straight 

lines? Where are they? Are there more curvy or straight lines? 

 Where is the message? Who gives the message? Who listens to the message? By asking such questions, you help 

the children understand who the characters are in the picture as well as understand the central action in the painting. 

Ask the children how they feel when they get special letters, and then wonder how Mary might have felt. 

 The dove in this picture is important. Can you think of another story in the Bible with a dove? For many children this 

will be a difficult question because it assumes a high level of biblical literacy. However, questions can be worth asking 

even when the answer is hard to determine. It might be that such a question plants a seed that will grow some day 

during a lesson about Jesus’ baptism or Noah’s ark. 

(with thanks to http://www.brewer-com.com/GodsPromise/AnnunciationArt.html) 


