
May 2020 

Dear Colleague, 

When thinking about writing a bereavement policy and reflecting on your current practice, I 
highly recommend this brilliant document NEVER THE SAME–Grief and Bereavement Resource to you 
all, to which I had the privilege to contribute. It was published on the 14th May 2020.  As you are all so 
incredibly busy people, if you only a very short time to read it, I would recommend reading it in this order: 

Appendix 2 Practical Guidance Documentation first as it contains – What to do – 
‘Basic Principles to Practice’. This includes: 

• How schools can help in supporting bereaved children.
• Children’s Understanding and Responses to death - age appropriate.
• Breaking the Sad News to the Whole School Community – If you prefer to see this in a

diagram format we have this in our resources on our website Information Sharing Pathway
for schools when dealing with a death on our Documents and Policies page.

• Ideas for Collective Worship and Memorials

I would then steer you to Appendix 1 External Resources – this has a range of websites with brief 
descriptions of what they can offer, useful books and links to other dioceses who have excellent resources 
available to all. 

When you have time, I’d recommend the Discuss sections throughout the main document as they provide 
a list of excellent questions to consider with your team about your approach.  When using this, there are 
very well thought out prayers to help you reflect. 

Then, once you have you have your policy (please remember that we have provided a model Bereavement 
policy on our website) and have formulated whatever resources you need, I would highly 
recommend reading the whole document. 

If I can be of any further support, please contact me. 

Heather Tetchner 
School Advisor 
htetchner@chelmsford.anglican.org 
07907 910248 
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