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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK  
Most of us would consider ourselves as pretty good at leading learning. It’s what we trained for, the 

vocation and calling we’ve embraced, our area of expertise or knowledge. However the question many 

of us may now be pondering is how will things change in education as we move forward in the coming 

weeks and months?  

As a parent home schooling, I have found myself reflecting on how this historical event might shape 

the lives of my children. What benefits might it bring them in the future? I stumbled across a short 

post on Facebook written by a Headteacher called ‘What If?’ –shared below.  

Amongst the gloom and doom we can often hear on social media  it awakened me to the positives our 

children will be gaining, not only positives for the short term but positives that might stand the test of 

time and take them into the future as different people.  

As we reflect on returning to our ‘normal’ lives at some point I wonder just how ‘normal’ that will be? 

How will we adapt and support these pupils emerging from a life changing experience? As we read in 

Proverbs ‘start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn 

from it’ (Proverbs 22:6). Now the pupils in our care have been set on a new path how do we value, 

build and strengthen it further? 

 

What if?  

Written by a Headteacher, shared on Facebook 2020 

 

What if they cancel the rest of the school year, students would miss 3 months of education. Many people are 

concerned about students falling behind because of this. Yes, they may fall behind when it comes to classroom 

education but what if, what if instead of falling behind, this group of kids are ADVANCED because of this? Hear 

me out…. 

What if they have more empathy, they enjoy family connection, they can be more creative and entertain 

themselves, they love to read and they love to express themselves in writing? 

What if they enjoy the simple things, like their own backyard and sitting near a window in the quiet? What if 

they notice the birds and the dates the different flowers emerge, and the calming renewal of a gentle rain 

shower? 

What if this generation are the ones to learn to cook, organise their space, do their laundry and keep a well-run 

home? What if they learn to stretch a dollar and to live with less? What if they learn to plan shopping trips and 

meals at home? What if they learn the value of eating together as a family and finding the good to share in the 

small delights of every day? 

What if they are the ones to place great value on our teachers and educational professionals, librarians, public 

servants and the previously invisible essential support workers like truck drivers, grocers, cashiers, logistics and 

healthcare workers and their supporting staff, just to name a few of the millions taking care of us right now 

while we are sheltered in place? 

What if among these children, a great leader emerges who had the benefit of a slower pace and a simpler life to 

truly learn what really matters in this life?  What if they are AHEAD? 

 


