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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK  
 

When Christoph Römhild, a Lutheran pastor in Hamburg, Germany, sent Carnegie Mellon Ph.D. student Chris Harrison 
a list of 63,779 cross-references between the Bible’s 1,189 chapters, the two became enthralled with elegantly 
showing the interconnected nature of Scripture. Each bar along the horizontal axis represents a chapter, with the 
length determined by the number of verses and the colours represent the distance between references (books 
alternate in colour between white and light grey).  
 

The graph won an honourable mention in the 2008 International Science and Engineering Visualization Challenge but 
what I see when I look at this is God’s Promise throughout the Bible clearly showing as the rainbow of hope. 

 

We are now at a new, emerging phase in dealing with Covid-19 and it is a time where every slight change is picked 
over and commented on, where numerous guidance documents have been sent to you on a daily basis and where 
people’s human anxieties have come to the fore. 
 

It is during times like this when our own personal resilience may feel stretched and where we are often digging 
deeply into our energy reserves to manage whatever the next task is on a never-ending list. And so perhaps the 
picture above is a reminder that God truly does have a purpose for us all and indeed there is a promise of a future 
where Covid-19 is effectively managed. As it says in Romans 12:12, ’Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer’ 
 

That time may not be tomorrow or next week or even next month but it will come and every day that passes is one 
day closer to that time. So as well as drawing on energy reserves, now is also the time to patiently trust in God that 
this time will pass and to know that God’s promise (the beauty of that rainbow) will indeed be there for us all.  
 

 


